Humanities Fellowship
Call for Proposals
Summary:
In effort to create stronger ties between Humanities departments in Washington, DC area colleges and universities and
the city’s communities and neighborhoods, HumanitiesDC is offering fellowships to graduate students and young
professional scholars. Each fellow will create a public humanities program based on their research or area of expertise,
in conjunction with a community partner. The public programs will follow HumanitiesDC’s successful Humanitini model
that brings thoughtful humanities discussions to Washington, DC’s happy-hour scene.
Each fellowship project will be free for the public to attend or experience. Fellows will also write an evaluative report on
the challenges and successes encountered while translating their research for a public audience.

Award Amount:
Fellows will receive $2,000; half as a stipend, and half as the budget for their Humanitini program.

Project Period:
Fellowships may be as short as one month or as long as six months depending on how much research and planning is
required to develop the public program. Prospective Fellows will provide three preferred program dates on their
applications and will be asked to indicate whether they would be able to accept an assigned program date.
Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis. The pool of applicants will be reviewed on the third Friday of every
month between March 15 and September 20. Selected Fellows will be informed of their awards no more than 4 weeks
after the deadline for which they’ve submitted their application. The application will remain open until all funding for
2019 has been expended.

What are we looking for?
Strong connection to a humanities discipline – Prospective fellows must identify one or more humanities
disciplines to which their project is connected. They must be able to demonstrate that they have conducted extensive
research on the topic they hope to translate into a public program.
Topics that are both thoughtful and entertaining – The Humanitini is informative and educational, but it is also
a fun and engaging experience for audiences. Fellows’ topics should be suitable for a happy-hour conversation in a bar
or restaurant.
Informed, diverse panels and capable moderators – Ideal panels will be comprised of speakers from both inside
and outside academia.
A plan for attracting an audience of at least 30 people
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The strongest requests will have a tentative commitment from a Washington, DC bar or restaurant to host the
program.

How to Apply:
Visit the grants section of our website at wdchumanities.org/humanities-fellowship-program to review the fellowship
qualifications, terms and conditions. When you are finished, click Apply Now at the bottom of the page to begin your
application.

Deadline:
We will begin accepting applications for fellowships taking place between April through December 2019 on March 1,
2019. The application will remain open on a rolling basis until all program funds have been distributed.

About HumanitiesDC:
HumanitiesDC is the State Humanities Council for Washington, DC, and one of 56 such institutions found in every state
and territory of the United States, each affiliates of the National Endowment for the Humanities. Founded in 1980, our
mission is to:
enrich the quality of life, foster intellectual stimulation, and promote cross-cultural understanding and
appreciation of local history in all neighborhoods of the District through humanities programs and grants.

What are the Humanities?:
Potential projects may focus on: “language, both modern and classical; linguistics; literature; history; jurisprudence;
philosophy; archaeology; comparative religion; ethics; the history, criticism and theory of the arts; those aspects of
social sciences which have humanistic content and employ humanistic methods; and the study and application of the
humanities to the human environment with particular attention to reflecting our diverse heritage, traditions, and history
and to the relevance of the humanities to the current conditions of national life."i
The Humanities comprise a set of disciplines that seek to understand human expression. By exploring the ways humans
have expressed their relationships to one another and the world around them, academic and public humanists can:
establish a sense of community and collective responsibility, encourage critical thinking and life-long learning, and create
new opportunities for conversation and dialogue.
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What to include in the request narrative?
-

-

A distinctive research topic that is both original and well suited to public interpretation via the
Humanitini program. Prospective Fellows will describe their topic and where it fits into their larger field
of research or discipline.
A clear sense of how the public Humanitini will unfold based on the Humanitini Guide for Fellows.
A timeline indicating how the public program will be researched, planned, and executed.
A plan for attracting a popular audience to the program.

Qualifying Questions:
1. Are you working toward, or have you received in the last five years, a graduate degree in the humanities from a
college or university in the greater Washington, DC area?
2. Will you be able to commit to a fellowship period of one to three months between April and December of 2019?
3. Are residents of Washington, DC the primary audience for the project?
4. Can your research or topic be translated into a panel program held, for a happy-hour audience, in a bar or
restaurant?
5. Have you secured a commitment from a suitable bar or restaurant venue in Washington, DC? (While you do not
have to have such a commitment in hand in order to submit your application, it significantly strengthens the
request.)

Additional Requirements and Information:
1. Fellows will be required to plan and execute a public panel program in a bar or restaurant according to
HumantiesDC’s Humanitini program guide and brand.
2. A HumanitiesDC representative will coordinate with each fellow to verify progress on the program’s
development.
3. Fellows must participate in joint marketing and communications campaigns with HumanitiesDC during the grant
period.
4. Fellows will be completely in charge of the execution of their "Humanitini" program, including setting up a
"branding kit" provided by HumanitiesDC, serving as (or securing the services of) a moderator, and collecting
audience survey data.
5. Fellows will draft a written report on their research topic and the experience of interpreting it for a public
audience.

Terms:
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1. Fellows agree to take full responsibility for the distribution of their award to cover both their own costs and the
costs of presenting their public program. HumanitiesDC will not be liable for any expenses incurred by awarded
fellows.
2. Awarded applicants will receive 100% of the full amount of the grant upon their signature of the Fellowship
agreement. 50% is a stipend for the awarded Fellow and does not need to be reported on. The remaining 50% is
the budget for the public program and all expenses must be documented with appropriate backup including
paid invoices, canceled checks, or receipts.
3. Any changes to the scope or budget of a fellowship project must be communicated to HumanitiesDC in writing
and approved by the member of the grants staff assigned to the project.
4. Awarded Fellows will sign grant conditions that constitute a legally binding contract between HumanitiesDC and
the and the Fellow. The signatory will be legally obligated to complete the project under the terms of the
Fellowship conditions.
5. No portion of the grant may be used to pay for organizational or institutional overhead expenses including
indirect costs, overhead, rent, utilities, or administrative fees.
6. Other expenses that cannot be attributed to this grant award include: food or drink of any kind, the production
of or materials for creative or performing arts projects, and fundraising or membership cultivation events.
7. Legal rights to all final products generated as part of this partnership grant opportunity including any
photographs or video from the public program, data collected via audience surveys, and the final evaluative
summary will be granted to HumanitiesDC, but Fellows will retain shared, non-exclusive copyright to retain
copies, publicly distribute, and publish derivative works based on the materials they collect.
i

From the National Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities Act, 1965 via http://www.neh.gov
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